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XIV. A Defcriptibn of the Andrachne^ with 
Us Botanical Characters : BjQ. D. Ehret> 



Read Feb* 26, Y^i ROM a fhort and crooked Item go 

17 7 ' J^ °ff irregularly feveral branches bend- 
ing in various dire&ions; but the younger (hoots 
moftly pointing upwards. The height of the (hrub 
is now about four feet. 

The ftem and* branches are of different colours at 
different feafons* In the fpring, they appear of a 
greenifti cinnamon colour j this is gradually heightened 
to almoft a red during winter $ towards the end of 
which, the epidermis peels off, and the new bark ex- 
hibits the Hkeappearance as it had the fpring before? 

On the extremities of thefe branches, the (hoots of 
the preceding year, which are of a deep red colour, 
are many leaves of different (izes, placed irregularly j 
the largeft leaves were in length, when: the figure was 
drawn, about four inches, and two inches and an half 
in breadth, of an oval figure : they are moftly entire, 
though the edges of fome are lightly ferrated : their 
furface is fmooth and lively, but not gloffy or (hining. 
They are fupported on the branches by footftalks 
about an inch long, of a red colour and fmooth. 

The young leaves, at their firft appearence, are of a 

faintifti green with a caft of yellow yet beautifully 

fliaded with red ; their footftalks and middle rib are 

1 then, 







fm.C-.r* 1 -^ 




/L 




Thihs. Trans. Vol, ZW> TAB.H.f>. itg. 










ARBUTUS f^c^nc^tim^^ mi/^cen^, tMzm/ &?vcfa, t ij'0iuj. 



-{?, £&. (?A/r./-/h'n,*!.%66. 



[ "5 ] 

then hoary, but they lofe this appearance as they 
grow older. 

This very rare fhrub produced its flowers, for the 
firft time in England, in the garden of Dr. John 
Fothergill, at Upton near Stafford in Efiex, May 
1766. The principal fpikes of flowers in this fpecies 
of arbutus are eredt, producing many fide ones in a 
horizontal dire&ion, their extremities inclining down- 
wards. Each of thefe fimple ramifications contaia 
many white globular flowers, hanging on long hoary 
glutinous pedunculi, which are fituated alternately. 
Thefe fpikes of flowers, forming a kind of loofe tuft 
with the bright bunches of leaves, form an elegant 
appearance. 

Characters of the Flower, 

TAB. VI. 

Fig. a. reprefents a fide view of the flowers , they 
are of a globular fhape, and open into five obtule 
reflex laciniae, in the manner of the common arbutus. 

Fig- b. a back view of the flower, upon which 
appears the calyx fpread open, and clofely adhering to 
the flower 5 it confifts of five oval pointed leaves or 
divifions ; around this calyx appear on the corolla ten 
vifible ne&aria. 

When thefe flowers drop off, the calyx clofes up, 
and embraces the tender germ. See Fig. c. 

Fig. d. reprefents a flower feparated from the 
calyx -, it is inierted at the bafe of the germen* The 
ten ne&aria, which are fomewhat fwollen or railed 
from the corolla, and have tranfparent appearances, are 
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alfodifcoverable, whilft the magnified figure e lays the 
parts more diftindly in view. This is a remarkable 
character in this flower. 

Fig.y. exhibits the flower laid open : it is fmooth 
without, and hoary within j it contains ten (lamina, 
which are inferted at the bafe of the flower, their 
filaments and apices embrace half the ftyle. 

Fig. g. two ftamina magnified, the bafe whereof 
is a tender flefhy fubftance, hoary and of a club-like 
fhape 5 this diminishes gradually into a filament, upon 
which is lituated a Angular anthera * this anthera 
burfts at two apertures (as the figure reprefents), and 
difperfes its farinaceous duft towards the ftyle : from 
the top of this apex, comes forth, at the oppofite fide, 
two crooked forked horns, bending downwards in 
length of the antera. 

Fig. h. the germen or rudiment magnified. This 
is hoary, its bafe confifts of a red flefhy fubftance, 
with ten obtufe angles. The ftyle fupports a fmall 
globular ftigma, and does not exceed the length of 
the flower. 

Fig. u reprefents a horizontal view of the germen, 
as obferved through a lens ; it has five regular locula- 
ments or cells, though feemingly but one feed; but 
by a clofer infpedtion, there appeared feveral embryo 
feeds in each cell. 

Fig. k. a dried fruit or berry of the andrachnein 
its natural fize, with an horizontal fe&ion. This fruit, 
which is tuberculous, I drew from a fpecimen con- 
iifting of the whole branch, leaves, flower- fpikes,with 
many ripe berries which was brought from Aleppo, 
by Dr. Alexander Ruflell ; all which I examined and 
defcribed at that time for my own fatisfa&ion, and 
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find them to agree exadtly with the recent fhrub above 
defcribed. It likewife feems worthy of obfervation, 
that the plants raifed by the gardiners by grafting or 
inarching the andrachne upon the common arbutus, 
which is the method chiefly ufed in propagating this 
elegant fhrub, differ confiderably from the plants 
raifed from feed, particularly in this, that the young 
branches, and the footftalks of the leaves, are very 
hairy,and the leaves themfelves are all without excepti- 
on deeply ferrated like the arbutus. Dr. Ruflellalfo 
informs me, that the outer bark of the old ftem and 
branches abroad, are for fome months of the year of 
as beautiful a erimfon, as the young (hoots are here 
defcribed to be, and doubts not but it will be fo in this 
country* as the fhrub grows older * 

* It may not be improper to mention, that the flower fpike 
above defcribed, with the glandular prominences, which were the 
rudiments of future flowers, made their appearance foon after 
Midfummer 1765 : they advanced very flowly during the remains 
of fummerj flood the winter under a flight cover, and made no 
great progrefs, till within a month of their flowering. 

That plant, which produced thefe flowers, was one of feveral, 
which J. Gordon, of Mile-end, was fortunate enough to raife 
from feed 9 fent by Dr. Ruflfell from Aleppo in 1754; anc * 
that this fhould be the only plant which has hitherto pro- 
duced flowers, is probably owing principally to its having been 
divers times tranfplanted' 

« J7 • 



XIV. Hi/lory 




-&&. /Xfr/t.^'tfts. 



